IS A RESCUE DOG THE RIGHT DOG FOR YOU?
So you’ve decided to open up your heart and home to a rescue orphan. On behalf of every rescuer and every rescue dog out there, we thank you for your kindness. But we want to make sure that every orphan, once out of our care, goes to his or her FOREVER FAMILY. So with that in mind, we’ve put together this information for you to diligently weigh the pros and cons of a rescue dog. We’re not trying to discourage you from adoption, in fact, quite the opposite. But you need to know all the good and the not-so-good so that you can make the informed decision on whether to continue with the adoption process. 

THE MYTH OF THE PERFECT DOG:

There is NO “Perfect Dog.” Unless you pay $10,000 or more for a 3-year old, perfectly-trained, multi-titled dog in obedience/Schutzhund, that is. Anyone who tells you different is lying. There are many WONDERFUL DOGS, but none that are perfect. You will not get a Grand Champion Showdog with multiple titles in rescue. You will not get Lassie. Our dogs are in rescue for a reason: either they were abandoned by heartless owners, lost by careless owners, given to us by owners unable or unwilling to make the lifetime commitment to the dogs, or overbred by cruel and callous breeders only looking to make a buck. This is not the best start in life for our orphans, and many have “issues” that reflect that. There is a much higher likelihood that animals in rescue have a past history of abuse and/or neglect. These animals will usually take more time to work with until they become happy, social family pets. Also, because they come from rescue and not a reputable breeder who will guarantee health and temperament, we can not guarantee their health and longevity other than what we already know about. Many rescues don’t come with a full medical history. Our dogs are all vet-checked, spayed or neutered, and up to date on vaccinations, but we can’t guarantee that they won’t get cancer or hip displaysia, or a myriad of other things. 
OUR DOGS COME WITH SOME “BAGGAGE.”

However, we have all of our dogs in loving foster homes. They are not kenneled, they live inside with their foster families and get as much love and training as they can possibly get! We give ALL of our orphans thorough evaluations before placing them up for adoption, so we know as much about their issues and needs as possible. You would be amazed to see the leaps and bounds they make in foster care, and you will be thrilled to see what they can do, given time, in your home. 

That said, you will not have an instant “wonder dog” the day you bring them home. In fact, I will most likely take a MINIMUM of 30 days before they are relaxed and comfortable enough with you to let their “true” personality shine, and feel safe enough in your daily routine to start the bonding process. By 60 days, you should be old friends ( 

WHAT THEY NEED

To survive, all dogs need the following: Food, Water, Shelter, Regular Medical Care. Remember that larger dogs, just because of their size, will cost more than smaller dogs, because they will eat more, drink more, and the amount of medication they need will be larger – from regular monthly heartworm and flea/tick preventatives, to anesthesia for surgeries.

WHAT THEY NEED FROM YOU

To be the best they can be, to be truly happy and bonded to you, to be the family pet you’ve always wanted, dogs need the following: 

1) A good “Alpha.” Dogs are PACK ANIMALS. Accepting them into your home means they are part of YOUR pack now, and they will look to you for guidance and direction in all facets of daily living. Being a good Alpha means that you need to be a strong leader. You will need to show them the daily routine, what is expected, and what is unacceptable, behavior-wise. Strong leaders don’t have to yell, they only need their “no no” voice (which is low and authoritative) when making corrections. Strong leaders know to praise and love and reward good behavior, and ignore or correct bad behavior. NEVER HIT YOUR DOG! 

2) Consistency in routine. Dogs are happiest when they know what is expected every day. Chaos is bad, routine is good. Please feed your dog around the same time every day. Bedtime should also be around the same time each day, etc. Not that every day should be boring and mundane, but consistency in daily life is key. Some dogs are much more adaptable to changes than others. So if you travel often, keep an odd schedule, have multiple people in and out of the home, etc, please consider this and let us know so that we can make the best match between you and one of our orphans. 
3) Discipline and Structure. By discipline, we don’t mean you need to be too strict or hit your dog. NEVER HIT YOUR DOG. What we mean is that in a pack, everyone has a job to do, and everyone understands what is acceptable behavior and what isn’t. For example, some people do not let their dogs on any furniture, some do. You will have to show your new dog what they are allowed to do, and what is forbidden. For help, please consult one of our rescuers/trainers. 

4) A job. EVERY DOG NEEDS A JOB. No, you don’t have to get them out there to sniff for bombs or learn to herd sheep. But dogs do not thrive without a job. Several of our dogs are “gainfully employed” as doorbells and perimeter alarms. Meaning that they are happy to lie at your feet or snooze on the sofa, but if anyone is on your property or at your door, they will bark loud and long enough to make sure you know about it. Some dogs are more active and have a higher “working” drive than others. Again, if your lifestyle is more active, or calmer and less active, let us know these things so we can properly match you with the right orphan for you and your lifestyle. 

WHAT YOU WILL NEED

You will need patience, and lots of it. Adjusting to a new home takes TIME. Yes, there are those rare dogs who just bounce back from everything, and perfectly adjust to their new home the night you get them. (We’re pretty sure those dogs are hanging out with the Unicorns. We believe they exist somewhere, but we just haven’t seen any yet.) 
You will need to understand that being placed in an unfamiliar home is stressful to a dog. ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN. Even a dog that has been housebroken for years can be expected to have a few “oopsies” the first week or two, until they have had time to settle into a routine. Please be patient and keep some extra towels and carpet cleaner on hand, just in case. 

You need to make sure you can DEVOTE THE TIME AND ENERGY it will take to adjusting your rescue orphan to your home. This may involve additional assistance from a trainer. We have a few on staff that are happy to work with you. Depending on availability and your location, you may even qualify for free dog-training and behavioral consults. We also have several available by phone to you, 24/7. 
YOU MUST BE ABLE  TO MAKE THE COMMITMENT TO FOLLOW THROUGH with the training, and the program outlined for you by your trainer. IF YOU CANNOT COMMIT, PLEASE DO NOT ADOPT FROM US. When after a few days, you decide you are frustrated and want to return the dog to us, it damages the dog, emotionally, and makes it twice as hard to help them bond in their new home, not to mention the complete upset in routine. Basic training can start out as a 6-week program. For some dogs, it can take considerably longer. If there is no trainer available in your area, can you commit to (emotionally, financially, and time-wise) taking the dog to a minimum of 6 weeks of dog training? If  you are unable or unwilling, please do not adopt from us. 
You will need an open mind and perhaps some creative thinking skills. Not all dogs behave in a textbook manner. Not all dogs will train and learn the same. NO trainer is a mind-reader or a magician. These things take TIME AND EFFORT. Sometimes, we need to go through a variety of “why is the dog doing this” theories and attempts at behavior modification before we figure out why a behavior exists, much like detective work.
A new dog in the household will require as much time and attention as a new baby for the first few weeks until everyone has settled in.  If both parents work and the kids are in school all day, you may easily end up with a number of behavior problems which will indicate the dog's fear or unhappiness with the new situation and will result in your unhappiness with the dog.  Take the time needed and you will probably have an addition to the family you will enjoy for many years to come.

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO WHEN YOU BRING YOUR NEW BABY HOME

This is the most important thing. HOW YOU ACCLAMATE YOUR DOG TO ITS NEW HOME WILL DETERMINE THEIR BEHAVIOR. Remember, the dogs don’t speak English too well, we can’t explain everything that’s going on to them with mere words. And since we’re not all that fluent in “dog” (though our trainers can give you a primer course), we have to take things nice and slow for them to be able to process what’s going on. Our orphans need to feel safe and confident in their new surroundings in order for them to be able to relate to the rest of the world in a safe and confident manner. So, that said, please remember and agree to the following: 

1) When you bring your new baby home, allow them to get a tour of the house WITHOUT ANY OTHER PETS AROUND. Let them sniff every nook and cranny. Dogs have incredibly sensitive noses and can pick up a lot about their new home by scent alone. Stay in the room with them, and all the while, talk to them in a sweet, calm, soothing voice. This way, they can “check out the new digs” at their own pace, without the disturbance of any other animal, and they have you, their Alpha, reassuring them the whole time. 

2) INTRODUCE THEM TO THE FAMILY, ONE AT A TIME. We don’t want to overwhelm your new baby. The BEST way to introduce your dog to each member of the family that will be living with them under your roof is to have the dog in a room with you, calm and quiet. And then the two of you walk into another room where the family member is sitting quietly. Make sure the family member does NOT make eye contact or walk towards your dog! This is important, because those things can be seen as a threat, coming from someone unknown. Your dog will look to YOU for behavioral cues. You can approach the person in a RELAXED, friendly manner, and talk easily with them. Give them a treat to hold in their hand. They can sit and hold out their hand with the treat. Let the dog approach at its own pace, and have the person talk soothingly and quietly, but still not approach or stare at the dog. Once the dog has approached and accepted the treat, they should sniff at the person and behave in a friendly (not always calm though) manner. At this point, the person can then turn towards the dog, give kisses, pet, etc. It is also important to let this person know that IF THEY ARE STANDING, DO NOT BEND OVER AT THE WAIST OR REACH OVER THE DOG’S HEAD TO PET IT. These are also seen as “threat behaviors” in dog body-language. 

3) KEEP ALL STRANGERS, NEIGHBORS, OR ANYONE NOT LIVING UNDER YOUR ROOF AWAY FROM THE DOG FOR THE FIRST 3 WEEKS! No exceptions. Your dog will be simply overwhelmed. This “seclusion” isn’t going to make your dog unsociable or afraid of people or aggressive, but it will give him or her time to grow in confidence before meeting new people. You want the dog to be as confident as possible with you and your home routine before you start adding people to the mix. Introduce strangers too soon, and you have a big chance that it will backfire on you. Resist the temptation to “show off” your new baby. That means NO TRIPS OUT ON THE TOWN, TO STORES, TO DRIVE-THROUGHS, ETC. 

4) INTRODUCE ALL OTHER PETS TO YOUR DOG SLOWLY. If you have other dogs, the best way is to have your newly adopted orphan go out to the yard, only with you and/or immediate family, where they can “smell” the other pets’ scent, but not see the other pet. After you do that, you can also put bedding or blankets or toys with the other pets’ scent on it, in with your new baby to sleep (in their crate if they are using one) or let them play with the toys, etc. Let them meet the other pets for a brief moment or two, and through a gate (baby gate or screen door) if possible. Do NOT place your new dog in a crate and then let the other dog come at the crate to sniff it! Once the first interaction has gone well, you can then let them meet without a barrier. If they are both behaving nicely, you can praise and pet them both, and offer EACH a small treat (snausage). Do this by giving each dog a treat, simultaneously, one from your right hand, and one from your left, so they are both getting the same thing at the same time and there is no competition or jealously, which may spark a fight. If the meeting does not go well and one begins to get aggressive, immediately correct the dog and put them away. You don’t want to give anyone the chance to get nasty or start a fight. 

If after reading all of this, you feel like maybe this is a little more than you bargained for, then rescue isn’t for you. Don’t feel bad, it really isn’t for everyone. We want to make sure that those who DO continue with the adoption process are willing and able to commit to our orphans for the rest of their lives. 

If after reading all of this, you find that you are still willing to adopt, please continue with the adoption process! We still have a multi-tier screening procedure in place to make sure that only those who are best suited to adopt our dogs are able to. Because we know we will never spend another sleepless, tear-filled night worrying about our babies again ( 

REMEMBER

Rescue dogs seem more loyal and eager to please. Despite some atrocious past history, dogs have an amazing capacity to forgive. Maybe they know that you are their saving grace, and that makes them very grateful. Maybe they knew their days were numbered at the shelter. Maybe they understand now that with you as their companion, their lonely days and nights are over for ever. 
And of course, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact us any time. We’re here to save each one until there are none. And like any great rescue, our priority is to educate…so that someday, there is no need for rescue at all. 

Ruff Love Rescue
A rescue tale – There was a girl walking on a beach where millions of starfish got stranded by a freak high tide wave from the sea. As she was walking, she kept picking up a fish and throwing it back into the sea. A boy seeing her, asked her why was she taking the trouble as she could hardly make a difference in the face of the tragedy. She smiled at the boy, bent again to lift a starfish and while throwing it into the sea, she replied – “I do make a difference - to this one!”
